
The NAVETTE Motorhome Story 

The NAVETTE motorhome was manufactured in the 1990’s in 
Wakita Ok. Then in late 1995 it disappeared. We have received 
many inquires about the motorhome since this time and feel that 
we need to tell the story of how it came to be and what happened 
to it. 

In 1986 my wife and I (Bob Smith) bought a new motorhome. We 
had had several RV’s and it was our intention to enjoy the new , 
larger motorhome for a few years before any major problems 
would be coming our way. Instead It was the beginning of many 
problems. When camping in the forest we had dozens of mice, 
every time it rained there was a new leak, fumes from the generator 
filled the motorhome. Anything from a flooded floor to 
transmission staying in second gear. This is when we decided that 
we could do a better job of building our own motorhome than any 
we could find on the market in our price range.  

In the fall of 1989, I placed an order for an Isuzu stripped chassis 
because of its record of good fuel economy and inherent long life 
expected on diesel engines. At the same time I bought a computer 
and a cad program and started to design a new motorhome. My 
main inspiration for the design from an aesthetics point of view 
was the then new Chevrolet Lumina Van. 

These were my goals: 1. Aerodynamic Look 2. Light weight 
construction 3. A leak resistant structure 4. A painted 
(Polyurethane) coach for long lasting good looks 5. Superior fuel 
economy 6. A diesel chassis for long life. 

By the end of the next year, with the help of my daughter, son-in-
law, and a friend, I had completed building the motorhome and had 
pretty much achieved all of my goals. During this time we decided 
to try to recoup the substantial investment in molds and tooling. 
The motorhome drew tremendous amount of interest. After 
arranging financing, production was started. Sales went well and 
the company ,called BBC RV, Inc., was growing at a good pace. 
The NAVETTE (which means "shuttle") drew a great deal of 
favorable attention with a small ad in MOTORHOME Magazine. It 
was especially gratifying when we received  invitations to be 



included in RV shows at no cost to us, while other manufactures 
were paying $4,000 and up to be in the show. We went to shows in 
Oregon, Washington, Wichita Kansas, Baton Rouge, Louisiana, 
and at Notre Dame University. In July of 1995 I was diagnosed with 
lymphoma which had advanced to my bones. My family and I 
decided that I could not run a new motor home manufacturing 
plant and fight cancer at the same time so the doors were closed. 
A total of 16 motorhomes were completed and sold. The last one 
was a special vehicle for Kellogg's Cereal Co. to carry the Tony 
The Tiger hot air balloon. We felt that by finishing that vehicle we 
could not have had a better start in the motorhome business. 
However the cancer and side effects of the treatment took me more 
than 4 years to recover from. I had planned to restart the business 
but now believe that at age 71 and not being in the best of health it 
would not be wise to start such a project. 

We have a 1994 Navette, many molds, templates, computer 
drawings, etc.  that are in good useable condition and are just too 
good to let go to waste. This is a  great value for someone with an 
imagination who would like to invest in a new business.  The 
NAVETTE  still creates a great deal of interest  wherever we or any 
of the owners travel. As fuel prices continue to rise this project  
gets more valuable as each day passes. We have had several of 
the owners comment that they have gotten up to 18 mpg.  and a 
normal average is 14mpg. This is extremely good for a motorhome 
of this type. Please contact us for more information if you have any 
interest . We would be willing to sell the molds, templets, computer 
drawings, wireing, interior lights, waste and propane tanks, 
plumbing and many other parts to build another motorhome for 
$70,000.  All of the above plus the 1994 Navette for $100,000. Or we 
will sell the Navette alone for $30,000. Your thoughts, ideas and 
suggestions are of great value to us.  Thank you.  

 


